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are the first and the commonest source of such lively
mnemonic images. But it is not always so. There
are other sources of our mental imagery which com-
pete, so to speak, with the region of real personal
experience. And sometimes these leave behind them
a vivid image having all the appearance of a genuine
mnemonic image. When this is so, it is impossible by
a mere introspective glance to detect the falsity of the
message from the past. We are in the same position
as the purchaser in a jet market, where a spurious
commodity has got inextricably mixed up with the
genuine, and there is no ready criterion by which he
can distinguish the true from the false. Such a
person, if he purchases freely, is pretty sure to make
a number of mistakes. Similarly, all of us are liable
to take counterfeit mnemonic images for genuine ones;
that is to say, to fall into an illusion of "recollecting"
what never really took place.

But what, it may be asked, are these false and
illegitimate sources of mnemonic images, these un-
authorized mints which issue a spurious mental
coinage, and so confuse the genuine currency ? They
consist of two regions of our internal mental life,
which most closely resemble the actual perception oi
real things in vividness and force, namely, dream-
consciousness and waking imagination. Each of these
may introduce into the mind vivid images which
afterwards tend, under certain circumstances, to assume
the guise of recollections of actual events.

That our dream-experience may now and again
lead us into illusory recollection has already been
hinted. And it is easy to understand why this is so.
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